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Abstract

Nigeria has been included in this endeavor due to its many littoral component states and a lengthy waterway, therefore
developing for the country's economy to grow and develop successfully, Nigeria's blue economy is vital. The goal of
a blue economy has a worldwide scope and transcends national boundaries. Alternatively is often referred to as the
marine economic system, the blue economy is an ecosystem of economic activity that revolves around huge bodies of
water, particularly oceans, and is preserved to fulfill ecological obligations. This paper theoretically examined the blue
economy's economic benefits for Nigeria's sustainable growth. There are many opportunities as to the nation's blue
economy in terms of the economy, society, and environment, despite its challenges. The study noted that one tool for
sustainable development is the blue economy in Nigeria through a smooth trilateral approach that includes; “people,
planet and prosperity” which could only be achieved with a strong political will. It was then recommended that in
order to solve and transform the socioeconomic, political, legal, institutional, security, and sustainability problems
into opportunities, there needs to be significant collaboration among the different stakeholders. It was concluded that
a well-defined vision for the Nigerian Blue Economy are essential for a smooth blue transition toward sustainability
with positive impact.

Keywords: Blue Economy, Social Justice, Sustainable and Inclusive Development and Triple
Bottom Line

1. Introduction
A subset of the green economy, which is more widely defined, is the blue economy which

focused on sustainable development that is not detrimental to the environment and emphasizes
equitable and efficient use of resources (Bove 2021). The blue economy places a strong emphasis
on safeguarding and responsibly developing oceans as well as putting laws into place that
guarantee improved management of marine resources, animals, and ecosystems. These sectors
serve as the primary driving force for resource production and extraction as well as economic
growth in a fully realized blue economy. Thus, blue economy encompasses all commercial
activities involving seas and coastal environments. Noteworthy is the fact that organizations differ

in extent to which they interpret it.
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Furthermore, utilization, conservation and renewal of the maritime ecosystem are jointly
known as the blue economy in economics. On the other hand, sea and ocean-related economic
activity are also known as the "blue economy" or the "ocean economy". According to World Bank,
the "sustainable use of ocean resources to benefit livelihoods, the economy, as well as health of
the ocean ecosystem” is often referred to as the "blue economy."” Kathijotes (2013) asserted that
the blue economy is a social structure that was developed through a methodical process that got
its name from the lovely mother earth, whose ocean and sky are blue when pollution is absent.
Thus, one important tool for achieving sustainable economic development is the ocean, which is
also seen as a frontier for environmental sustainability. Among its many potential benefits are
employment opportunities, economic growth, reduction of poverty, and ensuring of food security
(United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, 2020).

As a green economics in a blue world, the blue economy, according to UNECA (2016),
integrates a new approach for reaping the economic benefits of the resources found in lakes, rivers,
oceans, and other bodies of water. Perhaps, blue economy is characterized by the ideal state of
human society moving forward as well as developing entrepreneurship and finding more people
who are prepared to take chances as their top priorities in this process. Consequently, the blue
economy concept was developed with the primary goal of preserving global ocean resources
through the promotion of economic growth, social inclusion, and livelihood resilience (Smith-
Godfrey, 2016; World Bank and UNDESA, 2017; Olteanu and Stinga, 2019; Essen, 2020;
Martinez-Vazuez et al., 2021; Lee et al., 2022). However, by optimizing the advantages of coastal
and marine resources for the growth and development of all coastal regions, the blue economy
aims to disentangle socioeconomic activity and development from environmental degradation (Lee
et al., 2020). The Blue Economy concept is aligned with the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLQOS), which lays out regulations for ocean economy, environment, and
marine natural resource management, as well as nations' rights and obligations regarding their use
of the world's oceans (World Bank and UNDESA, 2017).

The idea of the "blue economy” has gained relevance in the fight against global poverty
and in the preservation of ocean and coastal resources (Union for the Mediterranean, 2017; Wenhai
etal., 2019). Economic, environmental, and social development are the three pillars of sustainable
development that must be considered when developing strategies that are inclusive, climate-

resilient, and environmentally sustainable (United Nations, 2022). Building businesses and
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integrated economic activities around ocean space is its primary objective in order to support a
robust economy without endangering other aspects of sustainable development (Spalding, 2016).
Consequently, by making it possible for regional and international integration to grow, allowing
member countries to establish cooperation and coordination, the blue economy promotes the
protection of maritime and coastal resources (Haimbala, 2019). Furthermore, it aids in improving
administration, management of the land and sea, and management of marine ecosystems.

It is important to understand that the long-term management, development, and welfare of
riparian and coastal populations are inseparably linked to the health of the oceans and freshwater
resources. The blue economy's development is also critical to the long-term sustainability of
freshwater, coastal, and ocean space. All major cities are located near the shore, and around half
of the world's population resides 60 kilometers or less from an ocean. For their livelihood and
employment, millions of people depend on freshwater resources and the oceans. According to
estimates from the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, more than 4.2 billion people get more
than 15% of their animal protein from fish (FAQO, 2014). It's interesting to note that 90% of global
trade is transported by water.

To improve the sustainability of economic sectors' productivity and efficiency, it is vital to
emphasize that all sectors of the economy and human endeavors must be able to produce little to
no waste and carbon emissions. Popoola and Olajuyigbe (2023) assert that the blue economy,
which forms the foundation of national development, may be stably integrated with both land-
based and sea-based socioeconomic growth. Interestingly, if the blue economy is used effectively,
Jacob and Umoh (2022) stated that it can increase Nigeria's productivity and economic growth. As
a result, it is now crucial to assess the blue economy's advantages as a sustainable development
strategy in Nigeria, which is what this study aims to achieve. This study will also add to the body
of knowledge by theoretically investigating the advantages of the Nigeria coastline region for
sustainable growth and development.

2. The Origin of the Concept Blue Economy

According to Jacob and Umoh (2022) Professor Gunter Pauli was the first to coin the
concept of "Blue Economy™ as an economic philosophy. He was asked by the UN in 2010 to think
about the future business models prior to the Kyoto Protocol's adoption at the COP3 conference in
Japan, in 1994. However, the concept “blue economy” came to be during the June 2012 Rio de

Jeneiro United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development. Two main problems were
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discussed at the conference; which are improvement of the "green economy™ and the establishment
and strengthening of the institutional framework for sustainable development. An idea presented
as a substitute economic framework, centers on oceans and their significant role in promoting
sustainable growth. Coastal states raised concerns about how the green economy could fit into
their circumstances during the planned Rio+20. It became widely recognized that the "blue
economy" was a more effective approach for these nations. Since the ocean comprises more than
95% of the biosphere, the idea acknowledges the importance of the oceans to humanity’s quest for
sustainable development (Lesperance, 2016).

In addition to safeguarding the marine and coastal ecosystems, the blue economy concept
primarily seeks to encourage economic activities, promote social inclusion, and improve
livelihoods. It comprises separating development and socioeconomic activity from degradation of
the environment as well as utilizing the advantages of marine resources (Wairimu and khainga,
2017). The Center for the Blue Economy states that the term "blue economy" is now widely used
globally to refer to three distinct but related meanings: the ocean's overall contribution to
economies, the need to solve environmental and ecological properties of ocean, and, thus, the
ocean economy as a growth opportunity for both developed and developing countries.

Interestingly, the oceans and other bodies of water are or can be viewed as developing
spaces that offer opportunities for sustainable development, the "Green Economy" principles were
also incorporated into the "Blue Economy" idea, which changed the way that coastal water bodies
and related resources are managed in a sustainable way. In addition, the UNECA (2016) defines
the blue economy as a green economy in a blue world that uses an innovative approach to the
lucrative exploitation of resources found in rivers, lakes, oceans, and other bodies of water. For
Instance, world's population depends heavily on the oceans for transportation, food, and
livelihoods. Thus, marine ecosystems are a source of hydrocarbons and make a substantial
contribution to the tourism sector. The enormous opportunity for sustainable development
becomes apparent with the emerging of technology like seabed mineral exploration and bio-
prospecting.

Introducing the blue economy, Small Island Developing States (SIDS) incorporates energy
production, maritime transportation, sustainable use, and spatial planning for conservation. It goes
beyond economies centered on the water. It further highlighted that oceans play vital role in

economic modeling and decision-making, in addition to being locations for resource extraction
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and waste disposal. Thus, blue economy strives for greater well-being, social justice, and
environmental sustainability this is in line with the Rio+20 green economy program (Bove, 2021).
With a focus on developing nations, it places a high priority on fairness, maximizing advantages,
advancing gender equality, creating inclusive growth, and making sure there is fair representation
in international governance structures. Mostly, a framework for sustainable development is given
by the blue economy, tackling issues like fair participation, benefit distribution, and inclusive
growth, especially for countries that rely on offshore resources.

The term "blue economy" refers to a more comprehensive sustainable ocean-based
economic model that was accepted by the East Asian Seas Congress in 2012 and is primarily
dependent on coastal marine habitats and resources. However, it is one that makes use of cutting-
edge, ecologically friendly infrastructure, technology, and practices, including institutional and
supporting frameworks for achieving the following objectives; (i) development that is inclusive
and sustainable; (ii) safeguarding the oceans and coasts by lowering ecological hazards and
deficits; (iii) addressing the security of food, energy, and water; and (iv) promoting ecosystem-
based strategies for mitigating and adapting to climate change.

2.2 Components of the Blue Economy

The primary objective of the Blue Economy models is to deal with problems that cause
environmental issues and move resources from scarcity to abundance Kathijotes (2013). In order
to address the issue of coastal blue growth, Mulazzani et al. (2016) presented an ecosystem service
paradigm-based management approach. In the opinion of Soma et al. (2018), cooperation,
inclusiveness, and trust in the marine industry are keys to achieving long-term sustainable blue
growth. Keen et al. (2018) stated that assessing the sustainable maritime management can help
develop a conceptual foundation for the blue economy. In addition, Sarker et al. (2018) were of
the view that underlining the need for teamwork in developing the blue growth can aid to meet
sustainable development goals (SDGS).

However, fisheries, coastal tourism, marine transportation, offshore renewable energy,
marine mineral resources, waste management, climate change, and blue biotechnology are
generally understood to be components of a blue economy, though the exact components would
vary based on each country's endowment in freshwater and ocean resources. As the World Bank
has noted, the following must occur in order for some activities to be considered parts of a blue

economy: (i) it must ensure that both present and future generations receive social and economic
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benefits; (ii) has the ability to restore, safeguard, and preserve marine ecosystems' intrinsic worth,
variety, resilience, productivity, and essential functions. (iii) In order to drastically reduce waste
and promote material recycling, it must also be focused on clean technology, renewable energy
sources, and circular material flows.

2.3 Oceans as Driver of Growth and Sustainable Development

As a result of their extreme scope and ambition, Agenda 2030 and the SDGs require the
development of new, sustainable sources of economic growth in addition to prudent resource
management and environmental preservation. The Blue Economy is a creative and sustainable
strategy for promoting growth in the economy. Its objectives are to secure political stability,
improve livelihoods, create jobs, transform economies from one of scarcity to abundance,
encourage social inclusion, and sustainably maintain the health of the ocean ecosystems (UNEP
2015). According to UNDESA (2014), the Blue Economy is clean, low-carbon, and contributes to
the preservation, restoration, and maintenance of diversity, productivity, and resilience on the
natural capital that is essential to its development. It depends on renewable energy and clean
technology and circular material flows to provide long-term social and economic stability. While
remaining inside the boundaries of a single planet, it is regulated by transparent, inclusive public
and private procedures. Future generations will benefit socially and economically from the Blue
Economy.

The World Bank claims that oceans are a valuable natural resource that support billions of
people worldwide particularly the poorest by providing food and jobs as well as transportation for
80% of international trade. According to OECD estimates, the value added by oceans to the global
economy annually amounts to $1.5 trillion. Furthermore, UN-FAO estimated that approximately
10-12% of the global population depends on aquaculture for their livelihood, with 90% of these
people employed in small-scale operations in developing nations. Fishing, which makes up 15-
17% of the world's protein intake, generated over $148 billion in export earnings in 2014 alone. In
addition to these economic benefits, blue carbon sinks like mangroves and their corresponding
habitats absorb roughly 25% of the extra CO2 produced by burning fossil fuels and protect coastal
areas from hurricanes and flooding. Due to this, freshwater ecosystems, coasts, and oceans are
crucial for halting climate change.

In a qualitative study conducted in Pakistan, Shahzad and Jawad (2021) found that the blue

economy tackles environmental, social, and economic issues in order to maintain sustainability's
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triple bottom line. The conceptual pattern imply that the triple bottom lines three pillars are people,
planet and prosperity, of which each is given equal significance in the blue economy, with no one
being given a greater significance than the others. Thus, the foundation of the blue economy is
social justice, environmental protection in addition to economic growth and development.
2.4 Blue Economy An Emerging Economic Frontier

A new economic model called the "blue economy" focuses on the prosperity side of the
triple bottom line, which stands for "people, planet, and prosperity. It is crucial to remember that
the blue economy is an efficient and responsible use of water resources, particularly the oceans,
for a nation economic development. This is a vital part of any nation’s maritime economy. Thus,
a country's livelihoods and revenue streams may be improved and diversified if the blue economy
is handled well, providing an unparalleled window of opportunity and prosperity. Additionally, it
is an ocean-based economic model that includes a broad spectrum of interconnected established
and developing maritime-related industries. The notion that seas have an economic impact on the
world economy is not new; this has been the case for many years.
Promote Inclusion and social integration: In one sentence, the blue economy enhances human
welfare and social equity while simultaneously supporting social inclusion and livelihood
preservation. Maintaining the status quo for the indigenous community's future development and
addressing the need for evolving knowledge and skills are essential to going forward. Social equity
is one of the core tenets of the Blue Economy that underpins the human element of the triple bottom
line, much like the relationship between economic growth and development.
Ensured and Maintained Environmental sustainability: Environmental degradation and the
marine ecosystem have suffered greatly as a result of the increasing anthropogenic activities
occurring throughout coastal regions and oceans. Yet, one of the main goals of the sustainable
Development Agenda is respect for the planets boundaries. The blue economy makes sure that
these lines are not crossed. The maritime economy enhance resilience to natural disasters, food
insecurity, and the consequences of climate change while generating prosperity and making the
best use of the ocean space for regenerative activities. It also helps to reduce pressure on marine
resources and important ecological services. The development of the blue economy should not

harm natural resources because sustainability refers to continuance through conservation.

3. The Coastal Zone of Nigeria
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The Nigerian coastline stretches gently down into the Atlantic Ocean for about 853
kilometers, from the Seme border in Badagri to Ikang in Cross River State (from West to East).
Situated between latitudes 4°10" and 6°20'N and longitudes 2°45’ and 8°32'E, it is on Africa's west
coast. Consequently, the word "littoral” refers to a coast or shore. In Nigeria, the littoral region
includes the seven Southern States of Lagos, Ondo, Delta, Bayelsa, Rivers, Akwa Ibom, and Cross
River. Ajayi, Ajao, Awosika, Dublin, and Oyewo (1998) state that the maritime area of the
shoreline occupies 6500 km?, while the Exclusive Economic Zone, which goes up to 370 km (200
nautical miles) in length, covers 210,900 km?. The Nigerian coast is seen in Figure 1 below.
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Figure 1: Map of Nigeria showing the coastline region

(Source: http://oceancurrents.rsmas.miami.edu/atlantic/quinea.html.)

The border between land and sea is known as the coastal zone, and is also referred to as
coastline. Thus, the ecosystem which supports the interactions between aquatic and terrestrial life
is delicate and bio diverse. It extends inland for within 150 km in the Niger Delta, 25 km east of
the Niger Delta, and 15 km in Lagos (Adeaga, 2014). Nigeria's coastline region is situated on a
sizable but constrained geological protrusion into the Gulf of Guinea ocean basin, close to the
systaxis of the two boundary realms of the Guinea basin. According to Allen (1964), this protrusion
is composed of a pile of Cretaceous and Tertiary deposits that is 12 km thick. The vast river flood
plain (8400 km2) that borders it laterally to the north slopes southward from a point approximately
20 km above mean sea level in the Onitsha gap, a narrow section within the Benue valley that
contains the main channel of the Niger River before and after it bifurcates at Samabri (Nenibarini,
Ferdinand, and Bolaji, 2019).
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4. The Nexus between Blue Economy and Sustainable Development

Interestingly, one-third of the earth is made up of water, apart from the landlocked nation
of Africa, while every place on earth has access to enough water in the form of rivers, streams, and
the ocean. Thus, water is a natural resource that God has given to the vast majority of the states.
This aspect of natural resources offers trade, food, energy, transportation, resources, and all other
necessities needed for other countries to advance economically. Therefore, the Blue Economy is
both a means and an end in the direction of sustainable development globally. It is critical to keep
in mind there is a very strong relationship between sustainable development and the blue economy.
4.1  Challenges of the Nigerian Blue Economy

Some of the major challenges faced by the Nigerian blue economy included the following:
Unreported, Unregulated, and Illegal Fishing Operations: is a major problem that most of the
Nigeria coastal regions must deal with. The simplest way to describe it is “fishing operations that
are inconsistent with or in contravention of the management or conservation measures in force for
a particular fishery by both commercial and foreign vessels”. The ability of Nigeria to fully utilize
its maritime resources is under jeopardy due to its significant contribution. Noteworthy is the fact
that an important amount of the food, nourishment, income, and cultural traditions of millions of
Nigerians who reside in coastal areas are derived from fishing. The nation's marine ecosystems
and fish populations have been severely damaged due to illegal unreported and unregulated fishing
activities. This illicit fishing operation has negatively affected the lives of law-abiding fishermen
in Nigeria. Thus, an important problem facing the nation's coastal regions is illegal and unreported
fishing. This has resulted in the depletion of fisheries resources across the nation and contributed
to the pollution of the maritime environment.
Lack of Infrastructure: in Nigeria inadequate port, harbor and transportation infrastructure which
serves as another challenge faced by most of the coastal states, lack of this basic infrastructure has
negatively affected the economic benefits that could be realized or generated by Nigerian
economy. Thus, shortage on the provision of this infrastructure could hinder the growth and
development of the whole Nigerian blue economy. Globally, the growth of aquaculture, fisheries
and maritime transportation depend on efficient infrastructure this cannot be an exception to
Nigeria.
Degradation of the Environment: majority of the Niger Delta's communities struggle with

environmental deterioration brought on by oil spills. This issue has negatively impacted the local
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population and marine habitats in the country’s coastal region. The biodiversity and marine
ecosystems are at risk due to pollution, oil spills, and other environmental degradation events.
Inadequate Regulatory Framework: it has been observed that Nigeria usually encounter
difficulties in putting laws related to environmental preservation, marine operations, and fisheries
management into force, while trying to enforce them because of the significant extent of corruption
in the nation. The access agreements with coastal African countries have been undermined by this
corrupt practice, and the current state of affairs favors the protection of unlawful fishing networks.
The establishment of a blue economy that is sustainable in Nigeria requires a comprehensive and
efficient regulatory framework which at the moment is lack or no political will.

Global Warming Effect: Fisheries and other marine activities are impacted by rising sea levels,
shifting ocean temperatures, and severe weather conditions connected to global warming. In order
to lessen these impacts, adaptation techniques are essential.

Overfishing: has reduced the nation’s fish stocks, putting the livelihoods of those who depend on
fishing as well as the overall health of maritime ecosystem under jeopardy. Beyond only stealing
fisheries resources, overfishing has put the Nigeria marine ecosystem in danger. Because of this,
there is a significant gap in Nigeria's fisheries management systems, which allows criminals to
take advantage of the lax maritime security measures in place.

Inadequate Training and Skills: For any nation to have a sustainable blue economy it depends
heavily on a workforce with the requisite training and skills, which is a major challenge in the
Nigeria economy. Thus, the development of the industry may be hindered by the lack of
opportunities for education and training for those engaged in fishing and maritime activities in the
country.

Security Issues: Due to serious security threats faced by the coastal region of Nigeria this has
negatively impacted on the possibilities for coastal tourism. Many potential tourism-related
revenues have been lost due to marine insecurity in the Nigerian coastal region. Because of armed
robbery and marine piracy, the nation's coastline region has not been able to meet its tourism goals.
Thus, while having a great deal of tourism potential, the majority of the states are unable to fully
capitalize on their breathtaking beaches and other abundant natural resources along the shore due
to the high degree of maritime insecurity. However, since Nigeria coastal region is Piracy and

other security concerns in the Gulf of Guinea has had a serious negative impact on the country’s
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marine operations and put both domestic and foreign vessels at danger. For the blue economy to
grow safely and sustainably, security concerns must be addressed by the Nigerian government.
4.2  Sustainability Development Benefits of the Blue Economy for Nigeria

Employing blue economy as a tool for policymaking can stimulate job creation and
economic growth. According to Wenhai, Cusack, Baker, Tao, Mingbao, Paige, Xiaofan, Levin,
Escobar, Amon, Yue, Reitz, Neves, O’Rourke, Mannarini, Pearlman, Tinker, Horsburgh,
Lehodey, Pouliquen, Dale, Peng, and Yufeng (2019), the main goal of reviving the economy, the
marine industrial sector include a variety of business and industries such as building,
transportation, mining resource development, shipbuilding, pharmaceuticals, equipment
development, sustainable energy generation from waves and currents, fishing and aquaculture.
Interestingly, Nigeria has abundant opportunities to reap from the economic benefits of her blue
economy due to its exceptional blue potentials. These benefits include the following:

Economic Prospects

Nigeria’s “blue economy” has the capacity to greatly increase the country’s opportunities
for equitable fiscal expansion and mutually beneficial development in a number of areas, such as
ocean resource exploitation, blue/coastal tourism, marine spatial planning, oceanic renewable
energy, marine biodiversity, trade and shipping, shipbreaking and recycling, and marine
aquaculture. By making the best use of these resources; the nation can save its foreign reserves
while attracting significant foreign direct investment (FDI). The Nigerian government can generate
jobs in the fishing, aquaculture, shipping, tourism and energy production sectors by focusing on
diversification and the Blue economy.

Being an important source of protein, Nigeria's blue economy must be effectively utilized
to ensure food security. Furthermore, the increasing need for nutritious food can be met in
Nigeria through the sustainable use of marine resources, which improves population health
generally. Perhaps, the country’s coastal region has a great deal of potential to investigate the blue
economy through advancing renewable energy, tourism, shipping, and transportation. The nation’s
Economic Recovery Growth Plan from (2017-2020) was in line with the Nigeria’s coastal area's
potential to create at least seven million jobs in three years, that is by boosting inclusive growth
(Bobai, 2023). This is only feasible, provided the prospective stakeholders and the government of
Nigeria has the political will to run the country’s blue economy effectively. The nation can also

grow her economy and achieve sustainable growth by utilizing her maritime resources.
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Social Prospects

The Nigeria Blue Economy has good resources that, if used effectively, might help improve
the socioeconomic condition of most of the communities within the coastal region and beyond,
especially women and young people. Nigeria’s socioeconomic inequalities can be bridged by a
paradigm change that the blue economy may be the source. Additionally, it can guarantee better
living conditions and empowerment of the indigenous population, particularly women and young
people residing in the nation’s coastal states. If effectively employed, the pervasive socioeconomic
inequalities will be reduced to a greater extent through improve livelihoods and encouraging
atmosphere. It is imperative that we focus on the blue growth objective in a clearer manner, as the
blue economy delivers shared prosperity over the long term. Given that the new idea would
promote safe and secure living, Nigeria can lower its housing shortage of 17-23 million through
the Blue Economy, which will add value to the country economic growth.

In the coastal regions of Nigeria, blue tourism holds enormous potential for bringing about
a progressive change in the lives of the local populations. In addition to promoting cultural
harmony, it could strengthen national cohesion. Thus, ports, harbors, and transportation networks
are examples of vital maritime infrastructure that must be invested in in order to encourage the
blue economy. Besides encouraging the expansion of the blue economy, this advances the nation's
infrastructure broader. However, innovation and technical breakthroughs in the maritime,
aquaculture, and fisheries industries can be propelled by the Nigerian blue economy. These
innovations when are established in Nigeria, will make the country serve as the leader in marine
technology and improve operational efficiency, sustainability, and competitiveness in the entire
Sahara Sub-Africa region.
Environmental Prospects

According to Shahzad, and Jawad, (2021) it is very important to note that the Business-as-
usual (BAU) models do not incorporate environmental sustainability, but the blue economy does.
The prudent use of aquatic assets not only maintains the health of ecosystems and aquatic life, but
it also produces freshwater and safeguards the coastal environment. In addition, the world has
already recognized and is actively pursuing the role that the blue economy could be useful in

reducing global warming through adaptation and mitigation. It is anticipated that as marine
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awareness grows, the Nigerian government would launch specific programs in various coastal
regions to address environmental and ecological challenges. As such, it is imperative that the
Nigerian government take into account the implications of a successful coastline development for
inclusive and sustained national prosperity.

This can be made possible where there are globally standard research institutes, education
centers, and training facilities that are basic dedicated to Nigerian blue economy. However, the
country can as well use the ocean in a way that maintains the wellbeing of the ocean ecosystems
and helps prevent disasters that could result from improper usage of the water. The lifespan of
marine ecosystems is ensured by environmentally friendly methods in the blue economy, which
also contribute in protecting the environment. Nigeria's, future generation” access to fisheries and
tourism resources will be protected by our dedication to environmental care.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

Nigeria, a nation renowned for its blue potential and favorable geographic location, has the
ability to change the conversation to one that emphasizes sustainable development with a lot of
economic advantages from its blue economy. A robust policy framework is necessary for the
country in order to achieve a good ocean bluing. Since social justice, growth and development as
well as protection of the cornerstone of blue economy which is the environment. The Nigerian
government must proceed to make meaningful progress in order to achieve the massive economic
benefits of her coastal region. This can only be achieved when there is a strong political will and
a well-defined vision for the country’s blue economy which are essential for a smooth blue
transition toward sustainability.

In order for Nigeria's economy to profit from its blue economy, this study recommended
as follows: Firstly, the different stakeholders should work closely together to address the
socioeconomic, political, legal, institutional, security, and environmental issues and turn them into
opportunities for the nation across all sectors to grow and develop. Secondly, to be able to provide
the necessary human resources for diversifying the blue economy's workforce, there has to be
global standard blue economy research institutes, education centers, and training facilities that will
properly coordinate her major activities and other economic benefits in Nigeria. Thirdly, It's crucial
to understand that adopting a blue economy necessitates a methodical strategy based on the goals,
social context, and resource base of the nation, with expertise from the maritime industry to

manage the herm of this affairs, who have the basic knowledge on digital mapping, data-limited
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stock assessments, and integrated aquatic surveillance in marine and coastal spatial planning in
line with the economic benefits that will be achieved by the Nigerian economy. Fourthly, the blue
economy strives to balance economic growth, social equity (such as employment and poverty
reduction) and environmental preservation. A better understanding of this trilateral approach will
ensures long-term sustainability and undoubtedly, help the Nigeria economy reap the economic

benefits of her vast blue economy.
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